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SCDOT Technician Certification Program

• http://www.scdot.org

– Doing Business with SCDOT

– Materials and Research

– Technician Certification Program 

http://www.scdot.org/


SCDOT Technician Certification Program



SCDOT Technician Certification Program

• Providers

– Tri-County Technical College

• www.tctc.edu/scdot

– University of South Carolina

• http://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/engineering
_and_computing/study/areas_of_study/civil_and_envir
onmental_engineering/degree_programs/scdot_certifi
cations/

http://www.tctc.edu/scdot
http://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/engineering_and_computing/study/areas_of_study/civil_and_environmental_engineering/degree_programs/scdot_certifications/


SCDOT Technician Certification Program
• Tri-County Technical College

– Asphalt Roadway Technician (ART), regular & Pre-Hwy
– Course Aggregate Levels 1 and 2
– Earthwork (EW) & Base Course Technician, regular & 

Pre-Hwy
– Foundations Technician
– Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) Levels 1, 2 and 3
– Pavement Preservation Level 1

• Asphalt Seal Coats
• Micro Surfacing/Slurry Seals
• Concrete Pavements



SCDOT Technician Certification Program

• University of South Carolina

– Concrete Level 1

– Concrete Level 2



Types of Courses

• Standard (certification and re-certification)

• Exam-only re-certification option

– Asphalt Roadway Technician

– Earthwork & Base Course Technician

• Pre-Highway (no experience required)

– Asphalt Roadway Technician

– Earthwork & Base Course Technician



Standard Courses
• Requirements set by SCDOT Technician 

Certification Board
– 6 months of experience prior to attending class 

(signed by another applicable certified technician)

– Applicable pre-requisite certifications prior to 
attending class

– Cert or Re-cert lasts for 5 years

– One re-test attempt is allowed per class
• Must make at least a 60 to be eligible to take a re-test

• If re-test failed, must attend another full class



Exam-Only Re-certs
• Requirements set by SCDOT Technician 

Certification Board
– Only currently available for 

• Asphalt Roadway Technician
• Earthwork & Base Course Technician

– Written exam only
• No field test requirement for EW
• Nuclear Gauge HazMat re-cert is NOT included, but you can 

get it online through Troxler

– Re-cert only lasts for 3 years
– No re-test attempt is allowed

• If test is failed, participant must attend a full class



Pre-Highway Courses
• Created specifically to expedite certification process

– Asphalt Roadway Technician
– Earthwork & Base Course Technician (includes Nuclear Gauge 

HazMat)

• Requirements set by SCDOT Technician Certification 
Board 
– 1 month of documented experience (signed by another 

applicable certified technician) either before OR after 
attending class  

– All testing included in class
– Re-test requirements same as standard certification classes

• Certifications last for 5 years, just like standard courses



Pre-Highway Courses
• More expensive than standard courses because of

– Length (9 days instead of 3 or 4 days)

– Fewer students in each class due to more 
individualized help and hands-on practice

• Scholarships have been available
– Currently unemployed or underemployed folks

– New hires who were unemployed or underemployed

– Contact Tri-County for scholarship application form
• conted@tctc.edu

• 864-646-1700

mailto:conted@tctc.edu


TCTC SCDOT Course Scheduling
• Schedule created for an entire calendar year at 

one time
– Includes coordination with all instructors, classroom 

facilities and hotels

• Usually created over the summer for following 
calendar year starting in January

• Planned schedule for whole year located at top of 
TCTC’s SCDOT homepage (www.tctc.edu/scdot) 

• Course sections open for enrollment at any given 
time are located on online registration pages for 
each type of course

http://www.tctc.edu/scdot


Schedule for Entire Calendar Year



Sections Open for Enrollment:
Example: Asphalt Roadway Technician



Adding Extra Sections
• If our scheduled sections are full and we have 

enough students on the waitlist, we will schedule 
an additional section or sections
– Add students to waitlist by completing the Waitlist 

Form at the top of the online registration page and 
emailing it back to us.  

• Employers can also request another section of a 
specific course type in an alternate location if 
they have multiple students to enroll (see 
“Course Locations” slide)



Waitlist Form



Course Locations
• Pendleton

– Everything except ART re-cert Exam Only and EW re-cert Exam Only (those are 
only in Columbia)

• Columbia
– ART
– Foundations
– HMA Level 1
– HMA Level 3
– Pavement Preservation Level 1 (all 3 types)
– ART re-cert Exam Only (all sections)
– EW re-cert Exam Only (all sections)

• Other locations available upon request
– Based on instructor and facility availability 
– Must meet minimum number of required students per class
– Students do not have to all come from the requesting employer



Asphalt Roadway Courses
Course Title

Number of Courses Offered Each Year

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 20171

Asphalt Roadway 

Technician
3 5 6 6 8 8

Pre-Highway 

Asphalt Roadway 

Technician

1 1 0 1 5 6

Asphalt Roadway 

Technician       

Re-certification 

EXAM ONLY

N/A N/A N/A N/A 2 4

1. Number of 2017 classes are based on # scheduled classes rather than # 
held for the dates past April since these dates have not occurred yet. 



Earthwork Courses
Course Title

Number of Courses Offered Each Year

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 20171

Earthwork & Base 

Course Technician
6 5 6 6 8 8

Pre-Highway 

Earthwork & Base 

Course Technician

1 1 0 1 4 5

Earthwork & Base 

Course Technician       

Re-certification 

EXAM ONLY

N/A N/A N/A N/A 2 4

1. Number of 2017 classes are based on # scheduled classes rather than # 
held for the dates past April since these dates have not occurred yet. 



Foundations Courses
Course Title

Number of Courses Offered Each Year

2012 2013 20142 20152 2016 20171

Foundations 

Technician
2 3 2 2 4 4

1. Number of 2017 classes are based on # scheduled classes rather than # 
held for the dates past April since these dates have not occurred yet. 

2. Three sections of Foundations were offered in 2014 and 2015, but both 
years, the third section didn't have enough students to run. 



Hot Mix Asphalt Courses
Course Title

Number of Courses Offered Each Year

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 20171

HMA Level 1 

Plant Technician
4 5 4 4 6 6

HMA Level 2 Job 

Mix Technician2 2 2 2 2 2 2

HMA Level 3 

Quality Control 

Manager2

2 2 2 2 2 2

1. Number of 2017 classes are based on # scheduled classes rather than # 
held for the dates past April since these dates have not occurred yet. 

2. HMA Level 2 and HMA Level 3 number of classes have not increased, but 
we have gone from having minimum numbers to having more classes 
actually close to being full. 



Pavement Preservation Courses
Course Title

Number of Courses Offered Each Year

2012 2013 2014 2015 20162 20171,2

Pavement 

Preservation Level 1 

Asphalt Seal Coats

3 6 4 4 3 3

Pavement 

Preservation Level 1 

Micro Surfacing

3 6 3 3 2 2

Pavement 

Preservation Level 1 

Concrete Pavements

3 6 3 3 2 2

1. Number of 2017 classes are based on # scheduled classes rather than # held for the 
dates past April since these dates have not occurred yet. 

2. Pavement Preservation certifications were started in 2012, and we were encouraged 
to get everyone in SCDOT certified as soon as possible.  By 2015, most SCDOT 
personnel were certified, and demand for these classes dropped, and we had to 
cancel at least one section that we had scheduled every year.  However, we 
anticipate demand to increase again in 2018 due to re-certifications and will 
schedule more sections accordingly. 



Registration Information
• Students are not guaranteed a spot in the class until 

payment is received by TCTC.  
• Registration methods

– Online
• Must pay with a credit card to register online
• Student should receive an immediate email confirmation/receipt

– Phone
• Registration is not guaranteed or confirmed until TCTC receives the 

actual check or credit card payment.  

– Fax/Email Billing & Registration Form (available on 
website)
• Registration is not guaranteed or confirmed until TCTC receives the 

actual check or credit card payment.  



Registration Information



Registration Information
• Prerequisites are required for multiple classes.  

– See webpage for each individual type of class for 
specifics

• Prerequisites are not required at the time of 
registration
– Usually required before attending the class, but 

there are a few exceptions (Foundations, etc.)
• We cannot award certifications until all prerequisites 

are submitted even if a student is allowed to attend the 
class.



Registration Information
• Standard requirement for certification is 6 

months of related experience documented on 
experience form signed by someone already 
certified in the applicable SCDOT certification.  
– Don’t have 6 months experience?  

• Attend Pre-Highway version of the course

• Currently only available for ART and EW

– Don’t have SCDOT-certified person to sign forms?  
• Apply for Experience Form Waiver from SCDOT

• Experience Form Waivers can only be awarded by SCDOT, 
not by the training providers (TCTC and USC)



Experience Form Waivers
• Eligibility

– People who are already certified by another certifying 
agency and/or 

– People who have significant experience inspecting a 
particular type of work in another state

• Must apply for waiver by emailing request to 
appropriate SCDOT contact for that type of 
certification
– Contacts listed in SCDOT Technician Certification 

Policy on the SCDOT website



Experience Form Waivers



Waivers to Practice
• Eligibility

– People who are already certified in another state AND 
have extenuating circumstances that temporarily 
prevent them from achieving certification

• Must apply for waiver by emailing request to 
appropriate SCDOT contact listed in SCDOT 
Technician Certification Policy on the SCDOT 
website

• Must operate under the direct responsibility of a 
SC Licensed Professional Engineer until they are 
actually certified



Waivers to Practice



Workforce Recruiting Resources
• Goodwill Job Connection
• Local non-profits (Examples: Anderson Interfaith 

Ministries, SHARE, Dream Center, etc.)
• Operation Palmetto Employment (veterans)
• SC DSS
• SC Technical Colleges
• SC Voc Rehab (if willing to hire ex-offenders)
• SC Works
• United Way
• In addition to recruiting candidates, may have info 

about other employer benefits like tax credits, on-the-
job training funds, etc.



Questions and Open Discussion


